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"Man Repeller" Leandra Medine, left, poses with Marie Claire's Zanna Roberts-Rassi at Fashion Week.

(CNN) -- Fashion blogger Leandra Medine was expecting a crowd
for her in-store appearance at Paige Denim on Fashion's Night Out
last Thursday. But she wasn't expecting the bouncer or the long
lines inside and outside the contemporary Soho boutique.

It wasn't just your typical crowd of young women in strappy wedges
and pleated shorts out carousing for free booze and celeb sightings.
Teenaged boys and mothers with young daughters had also lined
up for the opportunity to meet Medine, the wry personality behind
the popular style blog, "Man Repeller," which champions the use of
detachable collars, drop-crotch pants and other style pursuits that
don't necessarily attract the opposite sex.

"I like her because she's really cool and funny," said a 10-year-old
girl who waited 45 minutes to get her shirt autographed and a
picture with Medine. "She has her own style that's unique and I like
it."

Though the 23-year-old style icon has been criticized for
often using high-end couture to achieve the distinct looks
that define her style, she says her goal is to inspire
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that define her style, she says her goal is to inspire
people to take chances, regardless of whether they're
wearing BCBG or H&M. And her fans seem to agree.

"She comes up with ideas that I would never think of, and
she has a funny way of explaining them," said 19-year-old
student Lindsay Fields, who waited in line fruitlessly to
meet Medine at Paige Denim. Despite staying 15 minutes
late to greet as many people as possible, Medine had to
leave behind a long line to make it to another fan event at
New York's Grand Central Station.

"I definitely was expecting a full store, but not like that. I
didn't expect girls to line up and actively try to meet me,"
Medine later said. "I still don't expect anything, so
everything is weird to me."

It's that direct line to fans and potential consumers that
makes Medine a desirable partner to designers and
brands, especially during New York Fashion Week, when
she's constantly sharing images and insights from the

runways. Perhaps the clearest indication of her industry clout
resides in the coveted front-row seats she occupies at runway
shows during New York Fashion Week. Traditionally reserved for
celebrities and industry heavyweights, the seats have opened up in
recent years to bloggers regarded as influential taste-makers with a
broad reach.

Social media bring fashion to the masses

"When a designer or a brand invites digital publishers, it says that
the publishers represent the brand, their audience represents the
brand and the type of content they create represents the brand,"
said Karen Robinovitz, co-founder and chief creative officer of
Digital Brand Architects, a talent agency that represents digital
publishers (the preferred term for bloggers). Medine is represented
by Creative Artists Agency.

Medine's social media following tells part of
the story. She has 95,517 followers on
Twitter and more than 174,000 on Instagram.
Her professional credentials also speak to
her power and influence in the fashion world.
She's part of UNIQLO's new fall marketing
campaign and has collaborated with several
designers on limited runs of clothing and
accessories, from Gryphon trench coats and
Del Toro smoking slippers to a jewelry line

with Dannijo bearing her initials.

She's also been known to dress up boutique and department store
windows -- sometimes appearing as part of the display -- and just
submitted the first draft of a book. She has a slew of projects in the
works that -- if and when they become public -- will seem all the
more impressive for someone who graduated from journalism school
in 2011.

It's hard to know what to call Medine these days. Is she a blogger?
A freelance fashion writer? A trend forecaster? A brand? Not even
Medine knows for sure. What's clear, though, is that through her
unabashed sartorial choices and shrewd business decisions, the
native New Yorker has achieved a unique level of celebrity in the
world of fashion bloggers for which many both love and resent her.

This is Medine's fifth season attending Fashion Week and her third
since designers began offering her prime real estate in the rows at
their runway shows, she said. Medine is quick to put the kibosh on

Hurricane Sandy disrupts
campaign plans

Hurricane Sandy: 5 things to
know

Stocks open for electronic
trading Monday

Federal offices in D.C. to be
shuttered Monday for storm

Hurricane Sandy threatens
East Coast

What's this?

NewsPulse
Most popular stories right now

Explore the news with NewsPulse »

More from CNN Living:

From Around the Web

Zac Posen: The Comeback Kid

Fashion advice from Michael Kors

See inside Tommy Hilfiger's apartment

New York Fashion Week is
one of the biggest fashion
events of the year, the
culmination of months of
planning, organizing,
schmoozing... and dieting?

The Fashion Week diet
updated 3:43 PM EDT, Sat September 8, 2012

How to get back to great skin

Alleged nanny killing evokes
mother's greatest fear

Smile! You're on Canine
Camera!

What we can learn about
relationships from politically
divided couples

Depressed Mate? How to
Improve Your Relationship
Lifescript.com

Bring on the Bacon! This
Dinner will Become Your New
Go-To
Hunt's

Nature's Defense Against
Unhappiness

Advertising By Lumiday.com

Are You 55 And Older With
Joint Issues? Read This...

Advertising By Instaflex.com

http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/09/living/fashion-week-social-media-technology/index.html
https://twitter.com/ManRepeller
http://www.luckymag.com/blogs/luckyrightnow/2011/08/coolest-coat-leandra-medine-man-repeller
http://www.wwd.com/footwear-news/markets/man-repeller-collaborates-with-del-toro-5179808
http://dannijo.com/mr-dannijo-52.html
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/28/politics/sandy-campaigns/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/28/us/sandy-five-things/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/2012/10/28/investing/hurricane-sandy-stock-exchange/
http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2012/10/28/sandy-bringing-life-threatening-storm-surge/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/28/us/tropical-weather-sandy/index.html
javascript:void(0)
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/specials/living/nyfw/index.html?iid=article_sidebar
http://newspulse.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/05/living/ny-fashion-week-diet/index.html?iid=article_sidebar
http://www.cnn.com/2012/09/05/living/ny-fashion-week-diet/index.html?iid=article_sidebar
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/24/living/health-get-back-great-skin/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/24/living/health-get-back-great-skin/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/26/living/nanny-killing-parenting/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/26/living/nanny-killing-parenting/
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/23/living/underwater-dogs/index.html%3Fhpt=hp_c3
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/23/living/underwater-dogs/index.html%3Fhpt=hp_c3
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/22/living/politically-divided-couples/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2012/10/22/living/politically-divided-couples/index.html
http://www.lifescript.com/Health/Centers/Depression/Articles/How_Depression_Harms_Relationships.aspx
http://www.lifescript.com/Health/Centers/Depression/Articles/How_Depression_Harms_Relationships.aspx
http://www.lifescript.com/Health/Centers/Depression/Articles/How_Depression_Harms_Relationships.aspx
http://www.hunts.com/recipes-Hunts-Tomato-and-Bacon-Tortellini-5537
http://www.hunts.com/recipes-Hunts-Tomato-and-Bacon-Tortellini-5537
http://www.hunts.com/recipes-Hunts-Tomato-and-Bacon-Tortellini-5537
http://yads.zedo.com/ads2/c?a=887077;x=2333;g=172;c=1197000034,1197000034;i=0;n=1197;tg=1351465191;v=1000008;i=0;u=XQUdXwoBADYAAGHaY8EAAACF~111009;1=11;2=1;e=i;s=7;g=172;w=49;m=85;q=22807;z=0.546551056439057;p=6;f=1070973;h=840708;b=43200;k=http://ads.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=498490&AdID=675220&TargetID=161569&Segments=2247,3285,4008,8836,9496,9779,9781,9784,9853,10376,11464,16113,18517,18871,18887,18982,19419,23491,29397,29609,29933,30338,30550,31036,31086,31671,32562,32594,32749,32822,33852,35605,36376,37123,37612,37685,37693,37978,38203,38616,39416,40253,41850,42804,43402,43786,44458,46694,51286,52109,54897,55123,55170,55596,56791,57125,58089,58404,58435,59410,59467,59500,59832,59923,60667,60678,60679,60781,60990,61119,61145,61346,61347,61997,63108,63148,63606,64384,65114,65130,65184,65208,65267,65292,65393,65410,65435,65441,65545,65569,65570,65630,65631,65702,65703,65704,65861,66150,66310,66311,66331,66346,66497,66523,66524,66531,66545,66566,66615,66617,66630,66834,66944,66992,66993,67129,67165,67181,67182,67186,67207,67212,67213,67261,67285&Values=1588&Redirect=https://crm.directdigitalllc.com/click?a=606&b=19&p%5B0%5D=606&p%5B1%5D=566&p%5B2%5D=621&t=92&i=11
http://yads.zedo.com/ads2/c?a=887077;x=2333;g=172;c=1197000034,1197000034;i=0;n=1197;tg=1351465191;v=1000008;i=0;u=XQUdXwoBADYAAGHaY8EAAACF~111009;1=11;2=1;e=i;s=7;g=172;w=49;m=85;q=22807;z=0.546551056439057;p=6;f=1070973;h=840708;b=43200;k=http://ads.cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=498490&AdID=675220&TargetID=161569&Segments=2247,3285,4008,8836,9496,9779,9781,9784,9853,10376,11464,16113,18517,18871,18887,18982,19419,23491,29397,29609,29933,30338,30550,31036,31086,31671,32562,32594,32749,32822,33852,35605,36376,37123,37612,37685,37693,37978,38203,38616,39416,40253,41850,42804,43402,43786,44458,46694,51286,52109,54897,55123,55170,55596,56791,57125,58089,58404,58435,59410,59467,59500,59832,59923,60667,60678,60679,60781,60990,61119,61145,61346,61347,61997,63108,63148,63606,64384,65114,65130,65184,65208,65267,65292,65393,65410,65435,65441,65545,65569,65570,65630,65631,65702,65703,65704,65861,66150,66310,66311,66331,66346,66497,66523,66524,66531,66545,66566,66615,66617,66630,66834,66944,66992,66993,67129,67165,67181,67182,67186,67207,67212,67213,67261,67285&Values=1588&Redirect=https://crm.directdigitalllc.com/click?a=566&b=19&p%5B0%5D=606&p%5B1%5D=566&p%5B2%5D=621&t=92&i=6


any discussion over whether she dresses for herself or for potential
endorsement deals, saying doing so would diminish her credibility.
Plus, there are enough great designers out there that she doesn't
need to pander to anyone, she said in a phone interview before the
start of Fashion Week.

Complete coverage: Fashion Week

"As a blogger, it's so nice to be able to attend. I'm still at the point
where I'm just grateful for the invitation," she said. "The reason
people find us so relatable is because we ultimately are an
extension of people on the outside who want to be on the inside.
We receive the luck of the draw."

A scan of Medine's Instagram feed from the shows reveals the
simple yet effective formula. From her unobstructed vantage point,
she captures sleek runway images, filters and captions them with a
dash of whimsy, attaching appropriate hash-tags and handles to
share the love. She beams them out to her followers within hours, if
not minutes, of a collection's debut, typically scoring thousands of
likes on a single image.

"Certain bloggers have a very large following with influencer ability.
They have a great power to mobilize their audience as taste-
makers," said Uri Minkoff, CEO of Rebecca Minkoff, a show where
Medine sat in the front row.

"Leandra is a very special A-list blogger and influencer who has a
very definite viewpoint," he said in an e-mail. "Leandra herself is
witty, intelligent, humorous -- there is no one like her. She radiates
charm and energy and can light up any room (or computer screen).
Her audience is a very qualified and a highly desirable demographic.

"She is treated appropriately for these qualities."

Attending Fashion Week shows may seem like a glitzy gravy train of
free champagne, swag and air kisses. But spending one day
following Medine at Fashion Week proved to be equal parts
exhilarating and exhausting. The following is a day in the life of a
fashion blogger extraordinaire.

10:10 a.m.

Peter Som, Milk Studios

Like many Fashion Week veterans, Medine knows the shows start
at least 15 to 20 minutes after the time on the invite, so she rolls in
shortly after finishing up a post for Man Repeller. In what will be the
first of three outfits of the day, she's wearing a thin green see-
through Isabel Marant tee over a leopard-print Philip Lim bra, white
Rebecca Minkoff jeans with blue embroidered animals running up
the sides.

The photos start as soon as she finds her seat in a long row of
benches dividing the runway among other high-profile bloggers,
including soon-to-be America's Next Top Model judge Bryan Boy
and model and actress Olivia Palermo.

The show is over in less than 10 minutes, but Medine has the image
she'll upload in a few minutes: the final walk of the models together
captioned, "Peter Som is punk rock tea party infused with tigers and
ponies."

By the end of the day, it has more than 2,000 likes.

10:40 a.m.
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On her way to the next event, she finds friend Rachel Strugatz,
accessories editor for industry trade publication Women's Wear
Daily. The two met three years ago at the website Stylecaster,
becoming fast friends and "fashion partners in crime," says
Strugatz, a fast-talking New York native who, like Medine, goes
heavy on bling.

Also similarly to Medine, she is constantly on her iPhone, tweeting
and Instagramming from the shows in between e-mails and phone
calls related to her job.

"She says all the things we can't can't say (as journalists)," Strugatz
says as the pair wanders through the Nonoo presentation, an
alternative means for designers to showcase their collections, by
having models stand on a stage like mannequins instead of walking
down a runway.

"What's the inspiration for this collection?" Strugatz playfully asks
Medine.

"If you ask me, it's Man Repeller," Medine says after taking a picture
of the models in airy pastels and flamingo prints. "It's birds of
paradise, Frida Kahlo hair and red lips."

10:50 a.m.

As Medine exits Milk Studios, a handful of
photographers approach with cameras
raised. She gamely poses, smiling and
turning for each camera. She stops for a
quick on-camera interview with Glamour
Online about what she's wearing while a pair
of publicists lurk in the wings to woo her over
to a pop-up beauty lounge across the street.

"Maybe later," she says politely and diverts
her attention to her iPhone as she makes her way to 12th Avenue.
She's almost out of the crowd when a Korean photographer stops
her. "Konicheewa," she says and waves at the camera.

Does she mind the constant barrage of requests for photographs?
Of course not, she says.

"It's sort of like a rite of passage that reinforces your style cues,
know what I mean? It's also good for my business, to be seen in
photos on sites that people are frequenting," she says as she
thumbs through her phone.

"I'm definitely not trying to be like 'I'm too busy for this picture,' " she
says, "because, it's like, I'm not."

11:50 a.m.

Photographers are waiting a few feet from the car parked near the
studio hosting Sally LaPointe's show. Medine and Strugatz decide
that it's too hot to wait outside for the show to start -- not that they'll
actually have to wait on line.

With an e-mail to the right person, they get me into the LaPointe
show even though I had not requested a seat ahead of time. We
bypass the line and the velvet rope opens for us.

I am seated in the front row next to Strugatz and Medine, though I'm
warned I might have to move. Luckily, no one shows, leaving me my
only unobstructed view during Fashion Week shows. As it turns out,
it really is the best vantage point for runway pictures and casual
peeks at front-row royalty, in this case, model Veronica Webb and

Medine carries a hard shell clutch by Reece Hudson with a
chain linking it to a bracelet.

https://twitter.com/rachelstrugatz
http://web.stagram.com/p/275230204593267016_1378927


Beyonce stylist Ty Hunter.

Medine Instagrams her favorite runway look, a set of blue layered
shorts and shell, but it doesn't end there. After the show, she
consults with LaPointe's publicist and follows her to hair, makeup
and wardrobe to talk to LaPointe about borrowing the clothes to
wear during Fashion Week.

When LaPointe arrives, they exchange pleasantries and Medine
shows her an iPhone picture of the coveted items.

"I love that one, too," LaPointe tells Medine, beaming. "It'll be great
to see it out there on someone."

1:00 p.m.

Medine catches up on the phone with the
reporter on the ride home for a wardrobe
change at her apartment. She requests that
the details remain private as she promised
the publication an exclusive.

She also denies a request to see her SoHo
home, saying that she wants to keep parts of

her life private. Fair enough, I say, and wait downstairs, watching
her driver fill a cooler with ice for the two bottles of Absolut Tune
that came with the car, courtesy of the alcohol distributor.

1:42 p.m.

"I'm exhausted," Medine declares upon returning to the car with
Strugatz. She's carrying a bag of clothes from Rebecca Minkoff and
Rag + Bone that she plans to change into for their shows.

She returns to her iPhone and muses over a comment from a
follower on Wander, a new social media channel she's trying out.

"Following Man Repeller on Wander is like mainlining Diet Coke
while riding a unicorn," she says smiling.

2:00 p.m.

Stuck in traffic on the way to Yigal Azrouël in the Meatpacking
District and Medine is starting to get nervous.

"Who can I e-mail?" she asks Strugatz. "I'm just afraid that if I miss
it, they're going to blacklist me."

2:13 p.m.

Yigal Azrouël, High Line Stages

Panic sets in as the car creeps toward 8th Avenue. Medine and
Strugatz decide to get out of the car and hoof it over, stacked heels
be damned.

Luckily, the show still hasn't started by the time they arrive. Medine
relaxes and finds her seat in the front row next to Bryan Boy, while
Strugatz slinks off to her third-row seat for the Israeli-American
designer's show.

2:46 p.m.

The parade of hooded jackets and maxi dresses that Medine
likened to "athletic nuns" didn't last long. On the way back to the
car, Medine indulges several photo requests and now she's in a
rush to make it to Lincoln Center for gal pal Rebecca Minkoff's

http://web.stagram.com/p/275341211579801952_1378927


show.

Medine is already wearing her jeans and changes into a white tank
top by the designer, who did the white satin biker jacket that Medine
wore at her wedding. The two also have teamed up on YouTube
videos with model Hilary Rhoda for a rendition of "Call Me Maybe"
and a "NYFW Boot Camp."

Medine sees a friend on the street who works for New York
Magazine and tells the driver to stop the car and let her in. They talk
about their schedules for the next few days. No one's going to
Holmes & Yang or Victoria Beckham, it turns out.

"Only the top dogs go to Beckham," Strugatz remarks.

3:10 p.m.

Rebecca Minkoff, Lincoln Center Theater

The group disperses inside Lincoln Center's Theater for the biggest
show of the day so far in terms of production level and star power,
with Sanya Richards-Ross, Hailee Steinfeld, Ryan Lochte and
Kristin Chenoweth in the front row across the aisle from Medine.

She approves of the collection of sun-bleached floral prints and
summer tweeds that Minkoff describes as a nod to American
photographer Slim Aaron's images of jet-setting socialites of the
'60s and '70s.

4:13 p.m.

Jen Kao, New York Public Library

A line has formed outside the 42nd Street entrance and a bouncer
is not letting anyone in. By the time Medine and Strugatz arrive, a
publicist has appeared outside and ushers them in. They spend
enough time outside, however, for a VICE contributor to take note of
their expedited entry.

4:50 p.m.

Rag + Bone, West 33rd Street

When the Jen Kao show breaks up, Medine bolts out the door for
Rag + Bone, one of the most anticipated shows of the day. She
changes in the car on her way over into a cropped top and floral
skirt and a pair of Balenciaga combat-style boots.

Again, she is seated next to Bryan Boy, who has also changed
outfits, in the front row near the start of the long U-shaped runway.
The seats are a who's who of celebs, New York's elite and industry
heavyweights including Maggie Gyllenhaal and Anna Wintour.

With Radiohead's Thom Yorke spinning a live DJ set, Medine
declares the collection "B-A-D-A-S-S" and documents the final walk
of "pin on pin on pinstripes and lace trimmed tap shorts followed by
layers of interesting color."

5:45 p.m.

There's a cushion of time before the Helmut Lang show at 7, which
Medine says will be her last before she retires for the night to
observe the Jewish Sabbath with her parents. With two friends from
New York Magazine, she decides to check out the party at Emporio
Armani's store on Madison Avenue. She doesn't have a ticket but as
usual, bypasses the line.

ttp://fashionista.com/2012/06/the-manrepellers-leandra-medine-got-married-in-off-the-rack-marchesa-and-a-white-satin-biker-jacket/
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Helmut Lang, Chelsea

A staff member lifts the red velvet rope for just Medine while the rest
of us check in and it seems like a good time to bid her farewell for
the evening. She disappears into the crowd, her presence in the
front row next to Linda Fargo, a senior vice president at Bergdorf
Goodman, later noted in blogs and Instagram feeds.
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"high fashion" has no purpose and those that dedicate their lives to it are wasting their life as their work
has no value.

esoteric1

Like1 month ago 49 Likes

Fashion has a very legitimate role in society.  Whether the fashion is conservative or liberal, we
all bare witness to it.  Fashioln has distinctly impacted every culture from the beginning of
civilization.  Its one thing to dislike fashion, it is another to fail to recognize its impact.  The
people who perform this kind of work are extremely dedicated professionals that drive a multi-
billion dollar industry that drives economies all over the world.

In closing, yes the work has value.  These people have jobs, make jobs, buy products and pay
taxes.
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